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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 8-12, 14-20 and 22-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Magnifico et al. (US 4,749,365). 

Magnifico discloses an insulation stripping connector for providing an electrical 
connection to a wire, comprising a body (10); a pair of outer legs (11) extending away 
from the body in a first direction, each of the outer legs having a first end attached to the 
body and a second end (at 1 5) distal to the body; and a pair of inner legs (1 2) extending 
toward the body in a second direction, which is generally opposite the first direction, to 
form wire slot (18) there-between, each of the inner legs being joined to a 
corresponding one of the outer legs at the second end thereof, and each of the inner 
legs terminating at a free end (not labeled in Fig.1) which is spaced from the body and 
from the outer legs, each of the inner legs and each of the outer legs being sufficiently 
flexible in order to enable the wire slot to open in response to the insertion of a wire into 
the wire slot (col .2, lines 49-52), at least one of the outer legs being notched (at 22) in 
the vicinity of the first end thereof so as to increase the flexibility of the at least one of 
the outer legs (please note that the notch 22 allows an amount of flexibility to the outer 
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legs), thereby enabling the wire slot to open wider in order to accommodate a large 
range of wire sizes. 

Regarding claim 2, Magnifico discloses both outer legs being notched. 

Regarding claim 3, Magnifico discloses the outer legs having an inboard side 
opposite and an outboard side, the inboard side proximate to the wire slot. 

Regarding claim 8, Magnifico discloses the body, the inner legs and the outer 
legs form a cutout (at 22) that separates each of the inner legs from the body and from 
its the corresponding one of the outer legs. 

Regarding claim 9, Magnifico discloses the cutout has a first branch that 
separates the free ends of the inner legs from the body, and second and third branches 
that extend generally perpendicular from the first branch and terminate at ends distal 
from the first branch, the second branch separating one of the inner legs from its the 
corresponding one of the outer legs, and the third branch separating the other of its the 
inner legs from the corresponding one of the outer legs. 

Regarding claim 10, Magnifico discloses the first branch terminates at one end in 
the form of a first notch (16) formed in the inboard side of one of the outer legs and at 
another end in the form of a second notch (16) formed in the inboard side of the other of 
the outer legs, whereby the flexibility of both of the outer legs is increased. 

Regarding claim 12, Magnifico discloses barrier means (between 21), extending 
from the body towards the free ends of the inner legs, for inhibiting a wire from passing 
completely through the wire slot. 
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Regarding claims 23 and 24, Magnifico discloses one of the inner legs is joined 
its the corresponding one of the outer legs at a first common span (1 5), and the other of 
the inner legs is joined to its the corresponding one of the outer legs at a second 
common span (15); and the first and second common spans are sized and shaped to 
form a gap entry there-between, the entry gap being sized and shaped to receive a wire 
during an insertion procedure. 

Regarding claims 25 and 26, Magnifico discloses the first common span has a 
first coined (at14) area located proximate to the entry gap, and the second common 
span has a second coined area (at 14) located proximate to the entry gap, the first and 
second coined areas cooperating with each other to strip off insulation from a wire 
which is being inserted in the wire slot; and wherein the first coined area has a first 
cutter for stripping off insulation from a wire and the second coined area has a second 
cutter for stripping off insulation from a wire. 

Regarding claim 27, Magnifico discloses each of the inner legs has an inboard 
side proximate to the wire slot, and a transition point (below 14) located on the inboard 
side at an end distal from the free end thereof, the transition point of one of the inner 
legs cooperating with the transition point of the other of the inner legs to strip off 
insulation from a wire which is being inserted in the wire slot. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Magnifico in view of Weidler et al. (US 4,553,808). 

Magnifico discloses substantially the claimed invention except for the notches on 
the outer side. Weidler teaches the use of notches on the outer sides (see Fig.1) in 
order to control the width and rigidity of the legs. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the 
outer legs of Magnifico with notches on the outer sides, as taught by Weidler, to control 
the width and rigidity of the legs. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Magnifico. 

Magnifico discloses substantially the claimed invention except for the barrier 
means being a coined area. However, it would have been an obvious matter of design 
preference to form the barrier means including a coined area, since applicant has not 
disclosed that such structure solves any stated problem or is for any particular purpose 
and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with barrier means of 
Magnifico. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Magnifico in view of Yamasaki (US 5,827,087). 

Magnifico discloses substantially the claimed invention except for the stops on 
the outer legs. Yamasaki teaches the use of stops (2) on the outer legs to control the 
displacement of the inner legs (5). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form stops on the outer 
legs of Magnifico, as taught by Yamasaki, to control the displacement of the inner legs. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Jensen et al. (US 5,588,869) discloses an insulation striping 
connector (Figs.6A-7C). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Felix 0. Figueroa whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2003. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 10:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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